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Conflicting advice: Save more, spend more
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Conflicting advice: Save more,
spend more

By Scatt Canan
MeClatehy Nawspasers

KANSAS CITY, MO. — Economists would say Deb Clem-Bucken is the sort of rational person who drives
thedr models

She sees the stock market tank, the job pool shrink and the economy generally circling the drain
S50 she saes

She goes 1o 2 discount grocary stome for the Vebeeta. She and her husband decide their daughter doesnt
need new clothes quite so often

They cancel HBO and ditch the phone line at their Diathe, Kan . home, since they do all their calling on
the call phone anyway

“There are things that you need and things that you want.” she said

Economists say that soat of very reasoned thinking — thift in the face of teugh times — actually will make
it harder to return Amenica 1o prospenty.

When the hamster wheel of Amesican consumerism turns mare slowly, the country’s economic engine
sputters. Consequently, paliticians are looking for ways to keep consumers from hibernating through this
financial winter,

“What's good for the indnidual may not be good for the ecenemy as a whole right now,” said Craig Hakkio
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